
 
Power, Identity, and Resistance 1*: Political Economy  

Winter 2017 
SOSC 11100 

*(Syllabus is subject to revision) 
Section 25: W/F 1:30-2:50, Wieboldt Hall 102 

 
Instructor: Jeffrey Parker 

Email: jnparker@uchicago.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays by appointment, Social Science 413 

 
Required Books (available at Seminary Coop) 
 
Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, (Modern Library), paperback 
Karl Marx, Capital v 1, (Penguin) paperback 
Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class, (Dover) paperback 
Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation, (Beacon) paperback 
Michel Foucault, The Birth of Bio-politics, (Picador) 
 
All other readings will be available in PDF format on the all sections chalk site.   
  
ASSIGNMENTS   
Class Participation       20%  
Discussion Postings       20%  
First Paper        30%  
Second Paper        30%

   
TOTAL        100%   
 
Class Participation: You are required to attend class, and I expect you to participate in 
discussions. Participation means engaging with the text and with your classmates, so be 
prepared to both discuss your own ideas and to listen thoughtfully to others. In order to 
facilitate productive discussion in class, everyone is expected to read all of the weekly 
assigned material BEFORE the class meets (i.e. you will read all of the readings listed 
under Friday of Week One before the class meets on Friday of Week One).   
 
Discussion Postings: You will be responsible for posting one 300 word (+/- 10%) 
response to the readings on Chalk, for class on either Wednesday or Friday. Please cut 
and paste your posting (with a word count) into the Chalk Discussion board. Do not 
upload a Word document.   
It’s okay to include a description of the argument the author is making, but I’m more 
interested in seeing you critically engage with the reading. Here are some questions you 
might think about as your write these responses:  

- Does the author have an understanding of what the identity is in some essential 
way? 

- Does the author’s logic hold up? If it doesn’t, where does it break down?   



- Does the author’s theorizing resonate with your own experience? If it doesn’t, is it 
because you think the writer is wrong, or is there an important difference between 
life as you experience it and life as the author might have experienced it?   

- How does the reading relate to other ways of thinking about liberalism and 
identity we may have covered in class?  

You don’t need to cover all of these questions in any given response—they’re pretty big 
questions, and you only have 300 words, after all. Think of them as suggestions for how 
you might approach the writers we’ll be reading.   
 
If your last name begins with A-K, you will post on the readings for Wednesdays by 5pm 
TUESDAY. If your last name begins with L-Z, you will post on the readings for Fridays 
by 5pm THURSDAY. In the event that class only meets on one day in a week, ALL 
students should post on the readings for that day by 5pm THE DAY BEFORE. ** If you 
miss a posting deadline, you may respond, in 300 words (+/- 10%), to someone else’s 
posting for the day you missed for partial credit. You have 24-hour window after 
the time the assignment was originally due to complete this make-up assignment. ** 
  
Papers: You will be required to write two five-page papers (12-font, 1” margins, double- 
spaced), due in Week 5 and Exam Week. The paper topics will be assigned a week before 
their due dates. The first paper will be due Wednesday, February 8, 2017 by noon, 
and the second paper will be due Tuesday, March 14, 2017 by 11 pm. Submit papers 
to me by e-mail. Each student is allowed one 48 hour extension, which must be 
requested a further 24 hours in advance. Papers not turned in during class on the due date 
will be penalized 5 points per day. 
 
CLASSROOM POLICIES: My goal is for all students to feel included in the course. 
This means being respectful of other students, even while discussing issues that are 
complicated and controversial. I am committed to meeting the needs of all the students, 
and am readily accessible via email and office hours to address any concerns with the 
class or material that may arise. If you are unable to come to office hours at the scheduled 
time but would still like to meet, send me an e-mail and we can figure out another time. If 
you need any class-related accommodations, please visit: 
http://disabilities.uchicago.edu/contacts/index.shtml   
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated, and any 
suspected cheating and/or plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students office. As a 
University of Chicago student, you are responsible for knowing and abiding by an 
academic code of conduct, and if you are unclear on what it entails, please refer to the 
Academic Policies and Requirements section of the Student Manual. I give incompletes 
for the course only in the case of a documented medical or family emergency.   
   



Week 1: 
 
Jan 4:   Intro 
 
Jan 6:  Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Plan of Work (xxiii-xxvi); Book 1: 

Chapters 1-8 (pp 1-99) 
 
 
Week 2 
 
Jan 11:  Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book 1 Chapters 9-10 (pp 100-165), plus 

Conclusion to Chapter 11 (pp 284-298); Book 2 Chapter 3 (pp 360-380) 
 
Jan 13:  Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book 3 Chapters 1-4 (pp 407-454), Book 4 

Chapter 2 (481-502) Book 5 Chapter 1, Part 2-3* (pp 766-778; 780-818) 
 
 
Week 3  
 
Jan 18:   Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book 4 Chapters 7-8 (pp 599-717)  
 
Jan 20:  Marx, Capital, chapter 1 pp. 125-177 
 
 
Week 4  
 
Jan 25:  Marx, Capital,  chapters 4,6,7, & 8, pages 247-257; 270-319  
 
Jan 27:   Marx, Capital, chapters 9.1, & 9.2, 12-14, pages 320-332; 429-491 
 
 
Week 5  
 
Feb 1:   Marx, Capital, chapter 15.1-15.5,  pages 492-564;  
 
Feb 3:  Marx, Capital, chapter 15.8 a-e, pages 588-609; chapter 25.1-25.3, pages 

762-793 
 

FIRST PAPER DUE 
 
Week 6 
 
Feb 8:   Marx Capital, chapter 26-28; 32-33, pages 873-904; 927-940 
 
Feb 10:   NO CLASS 
 



 
 
Week 7 
 
Feb 15:   Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class, chapters 1-8, pages 1-116 
 
Feb 17:   Polanyi, The Great Transformation,  pp 3-80 
 
 
Week 8 
 
Feb 22:  Polanyi, The Great Transformation, pp 116-170 
 
Feb 24:   Polanyi, The Great Transformation, pp  201-268 
 
 
Week 9 
 
Mar 1:   Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics, pp 1-74 
 
Mar 3:   Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics, pp 75-158 
 
 
Week 10 
 
Mar 8:   Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics, pp  159-214 
 
Mar 10:   Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics, pp 215-316 
 

SECOND PAPER DUE 


