
Power, Identity, and Resistance 3*- Liberalism and its Critics 
Spring 2016 
SOSC 11300 

*(Syllabus is subject to revision) 
Section 25: W/F 1:30-2:50, SHFE 

 
Instructor: Jeffrey Parker  

Email: jnparker@uchicago.edu  
Office Hours: Th 1:30-3:30 or by appointment 

Booth School Atrium 
 
Required Texts (available at Seminary Coop) 
 

• GWF Hegel, The Phenomenology of Spirit, AV Miller translation, Oxford 
University Press 

• Friedrich Nietzsche, 'On the Genealogy of Morality' and Other Writings: Revised 
Student Edition (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought) 2nd 
Edition  (Cambridge University Press) 

• Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex  Vintage; 1 Edition (May 2011) 
• Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, Grove Press, Reprint Edition 
• Jonathan Lear, Radical Hope: Ethics in the Face of Cultural Devastation 

(Harvard University Press 2008) 
 
All other readings will be available in PDF format on the all sections chalk site. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Class Participation      20% 
Discussion Postings      20%   
First Paper       30% 
Second Paper       30% 
TOTAL       100% 
 
Class Participation: You are required to attend class, and I expect you to participate in 
discussions. Participation means engaging with the text and with your classmates, so be 
prepared to both discuss your own ideas and to listen thoughtfully to others. In order to 
facilitate productive discussion in class, everyone is expected to read all of the weekly 
assigned material BEFORE the class meets (i.e. you will read all of the readings listed 
under Friday of Week One before the class meets on Friday of Week One).  
 
Discussion Postings: In Weeks 2-9, you will be responsible for posting one 300 word (+/- 
10%) response to the readings on Chalk, for class on either Wednesday or Friday. Please 
cut and paste your posting (with a word count) into the Chalk Discussion board. Do not 
upload a Word document.  
 



It’s okay to include a description of the argument the author is making, but I’m more 
interested in seeing you critically engage with the reading. Here are some questions you 
might think about as your write these responses: 

-‐ Does the author have an understanding of what the identity is in some essential 
way? 

-‐ Does the author’s logic hold up? If it doesn’t, where does it break down? 
-‐ Does the author’s theorizing resonate with your own experience? If it doesn’t, is it 

because you think the writer is wrong, or is there an important difference between 
life as you experience it and life as the author might have experienced it? 

-‐ How does the reading relate to other ways of thinking about liberalism and 
identity we may have covered in class? 

You don’t need to cover all of these questions in any given response—they’re pretty big 
questions, and you only have 300 words, after all. Think of them as suggestions for how 
you might approach the writers we’ll be reading. 
 
If your last name begins with A-L, you will post on the readings for Wednesdays by 5pm 
TUESDAY.  If your last name begins with M-Z, you will post on the readings for Fridays 
by 5pm THURSDAY. In the event that class only meets on one day in a week, ALL 
students should post on the readings for that day by 5pm THE DAY BEFORE. ** If you 
miss a posting deadline, you may respond, in 300 words (+/- 10%), to someone else’s 
posting for the day you missed for partial credit. You have 24-hour window after 
the time the assignment was originally due to complete this make-up assignment. **  
 
Papers: You will be required to write two five-page papers (12-font, 1” margins, double-
spaced), due in Weeks 5 and 10. The paper topics will be assigned a week before their 
due dates. The first paper will be due Friday, April 29, 2016 by 5pm, and the second 
paper will be due Friday, June 3, 2016 by 5 pm. Submit papers to me by e-mail.  
 
CLASSROOM POLICIES:  
My goal is for all students to feel included in the course. This means being respectful of 
other students, even while discussing issues that are complicated and controversial. I am 
committed to meeting the needs of all the students, and am readily accessible via email 
and office hours to address any concerns with the class or material that may arise. If you 
are unable to come to office hours at the scheduled time but would still like to meet, send 
me an e-mail and we can figure out another time. If you need any class-related 
accommodations, please visit: http://disabilities.uchicago.edu/contacts/index.shtml  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated, and any suspected cheating and/or plagiarism 
will be reported to the Dean of Students office. As a University of Chicago student, you 
are responsible for knowing and abiding by an academic code of conduct, and if you are 
unclear on what it entails, please refer to the Academic Policies and Requirements section 
of the Student Manual.  Each student is allowed one 48 hour extension, which must be 
requested a further 24 hours in advance. Papers not turned in during class on the due date 
will be penalized 5 points per day. I give incompletes for the course only in the case of a 
documented medical or family emergency.  



Week 1 
 

Wed:  Introduction 
 
Fri:  Hegel Phenomenology -  Preface - Paragraphs 1-41 

 
 
Week 2 
 

Wed:  Hegel Phenomenology – Preface - Paragraphs 42-72 
 
Fri:  Hegel Phenomenology – The Truth of Self Certainty- Paragraphs 166-196 

 
 
Week 3 
 

Wed:  Emerson:  “Self Reliance” & “American Scholar” (PDF’s) 
 
Fri:  Emerson: “Man the Reformer” & “The Conservative” (PDF’s) 

 
 
Week 4 
 

Wed:  Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morals— Preface, Essay 1 pp 3-34 
 
Fri:  Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morals – Essay 2, pp 35-67 

 
 
Week 5 
 

Wed:  Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morals – Essay 3, pp 68-120 
 
Fri:  Nietzsche Thus Spoke Zarathustra (selection) (PDF)  

 
 

First Paper Due 
 
 
Week 6 
 

Wed:  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 3-68 
 
Fri:  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 159-214 

 
 
 



Week 7 
 

Wed:  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 279-283; 341-436 
 
Fri:  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 638-708; 721-766 

 
 
Week 8 
 

Wed:  Fanon, Wretched of the Earth – pp 1-62 
 
Fri:  Fanon, Wretched of the Earth- pp 63-144 

 
 
Week 9 
 

Wed:  Lear, Radical Hope, pp 1-102 
 
Fri:  Lear, Radical Hope, pp 103-156 

 
 
Week 10 
 

Wed:  Martin Luther King, “Letter from the Birmingham Jail”  “Ethical 
Demands of Integration”, “A Time to Break Silence” "Where Do We Go 
From Here?" “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop”—(all available as PDF files) 

 
Fri: Wrap up 

 
 

Second Paper Due 
 


